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true; however, after a short pause, I said to the
eunuch, well, do not tell it to me; but inform me in
what apartment is the beloved lady. He answered,
" Certainly; whatever I know I will relate to thec;
but [I am surprised] that a man like thce, possessed
of understanding, should, without her ladyship's per-
mission, and without fear or ceremony, have indulged
in a wine-drinking party after an intimacy of only a
few days.1 What does all this mean ?"

I became much ashamed of my folly [and felt the
justice] of the eunuch's reprobation. I could make
no other reply than to say, "indeed I have been
guilty, pardon me." At last the eunuch, becoming
gracious, pointed out the beloved lady's abode, and
took his leave; he himself went to bury the two be-
headed bodies. I was free from any participation in
that crime, and was anxious to meet the beautiful
lady. After a painful and difficult search, I arrived at
eventide in that street, [where she then was] according
to (the eunuch's) direction; and in a corner near the
door I passed the whole night in a state of agitation.
I did not hear the sound of any person's footsteps,
nor did any one ask me about my affairs. In this
forlorn state the morning came; when the sun rose,
the lovely fair one looked at me from a window in the
balcony of the house. My heart only knows the state
of joy I felt at that moment. I praised the goodness
of God.

In the meanwhile, an eunuch came up to me, and
said, " Go and stay in this [adjoining] masque; per-

1 Literally, " a friendship of two days," whore the number two in em-
ployed indefinitely to denote "few."